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C A A i n t e r v i e w w i t h B a r b a r a 
Trachtenberg 

What are your earliest memories of being artistic? 
My parents took us to the Philadelphia Museum of Art on Sundays, when it 
was free. We ambled along to my favorite, Prometheus Bound, by Rubens 



and the Curtis Institute’s Chamber group played the romantics and new 
music. My first boyfriend took me to the Fleischer Art Memorial in South 
Philly. It was an amazing historical community where I did my first life 
croquis and sculptures under Marcus Aurelius Renzetti (1897-1975) who 
became part of the utopian Arden in Delaware. 

When did art become a pursuit? 
When I retired as a school psychologist, 12 years ago. As a young mother 
in Peterborough, NH, I made linoleum prints and did art with my kids, took 
a printing class with painter, Liz Prestopino, at Sharon Arts Center. Before I 
retired I’d begun photographing  villagers in Mexico and have continued 
travel-street photography since then, mixed media, small found material 
sculpture and, in the past 10 years, painting. 

Are you self-taught or formally educated in visual art? 
I’m a self-taught writer, painter and photographer and don’t even 
understand my only camera. I yearned for freedom from my 3 institutional 
degrees in order to create from my own buzz. 



!  
How did you first become involved with CAA? 
I entered CAA’s BLUE in 200……. with a photograph, Mother, Muted, which 
I took on the streets of Mexico City after learning the story behind it. I am 
still seeking a way to explain that mysterious photograph. 



In what other ways are you involved in the local art community? 
I’m a member of DanforthArt, ConcordArt and paint with John Murray, an 
incredible presence and teacher at NewartCenter, continue with Newton 
Open Studios whose director, Ellen Fisher is imaginative and supportive.  
I’m in a small group show, just extended, at Bunker Hill Community College 
and opening a solo photonarrative street photography show of my CUBA 
work at Multicultural Arts Center next week. This is a larger version of my 
Havana show in March, 2015, which includes my translated extracts of my 
interviews with everyday Cubans with whom I continue to be in touch. 

What medium do you currently work in and how did you choose this 
medium? 
I chose photography since I travel a lot and am curious as I talk to 
strangers and speak the Romance languages while am also comfortable 
communicating without oral language to Bulgarians and Turks. I continued 
to work in collage with found and torn paper (papiers collés which I have on 
the online German site: Blattformer.de) and acrylic on canvas. 
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What is your creative process? 



This is too tough a question for me. Process is probably what I’m most 
about, but I don’t know what that is. 

How do you choose your subject matter? 
Without thought. If I’m traveling I happen on something. I prefer villages 
and hanging around quizzical scenes with people interacting. 

 Is there a reoccurring theme that carries throughout your work? 
Pain, being in thought, turmoil, desire, mystery. In my abstract painting, an 
internal emotion existing when I start the piece takes the work where it 
wants to go, sometimes in the trash bin. 
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In your opinion, what’s your best/favorite piece you’ve made? 
Face to Face, a painting owned by a Boston collector, Pink Revolution, a 
painting owned by a Philadelphia collector. Photographs: Lubavitcher I 
(black and white) and Two Women, Bulgaria (color). 

What is one of your artistic goals for 2016? 



To figure out how to afford to continue painting and store my work, maybe 
cutting back to works on paper—collage and drawing nudes. 

What living artists are you inspired by? 
Intuit and outsider artists (art brut of Dubuffet’s ilk). Also, local artists, Paul 
Pollaro, Richard Lethem, 
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Do you own any art by other artists? 
Richard Brown Lethem, Paul Pollaro (the elder), Joanne Stover, Elizabeth 
Prestopino, Ros Barron, Emily Passman, Gregorio Prestopino, my sons 
and my granddaughter, Noa Stern Frede. 



Do you have any shows coming up? 
I’m in a a group show of Cuba photographers at Banker Hill Community 
College’s art gallery (curator, Laura Montgomery).   Opened late February 
extended now till mid April, 2016. 

My solo photonarrative street photography exhibition runs from Friday, April 
8 to Friday, June 24 at the Multicultural Arts Center (Monday-Friday, 
10:30am-6pm., 41 Second Street, East Cambridge, MA 02141. This show 
is a larger version of the March, 2015 Havana exhibition and includes 
poetry and translated extracts of my interviews with everyday Cubans. I 
expect to have a reading by local established poets of works related to the 
photographs at the Opening Reception, evening of May 19, 2016. 

Studio: Waltham Mills Open Studios: http://walthammillsopenstudios.com, 
Building 4, 3rd Floor. 
Website: http://www.barbaratrachtenberg.com 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BarbaraTrachtenbergFineArt/ 
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